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Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America. 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a 
range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of 
geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including 
maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); 
communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical 
and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 
world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change 
over time. 

Describe how living things are 
classified into broad groups 
according to common 
observable characteristics and 
based on similarities and 
differences, including micro-
organisms, plants and animals. 

Identify how animals and plants 
are adapted to suit their 
environment in different ways 
and that adaptation may lead to 
evolution. 

Plan different types of scientific 
enquiries to answer questions, 
including recognising and 
controlling variables where 
necessary. 

 

Know and understand significant 
aspects of the history of the wider 
world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations; the expansion and 
dissolution of empires; characteristic 
features of past non-European societies; 
achievements and follies of mankind. 

Gain historical perspective by placing 
their growing knowledge into different 
contexts: understanding the 
connections between local, regional, 
national and international history; 
between cultural, economic, military, 
political, religious and social history; and 
between short- and long-term 
timescales. 

Understand the methods of historical 
enquiry, including how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims, and 
discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the 
past have been constructed. 

Understand historical concepts such as 
continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and 
significance, and use them to make 
connections, draw contrasts, analyse 
trends, frame historically valid questions 
and create their own structured 
accounts, including written narratives 
and analyses. 
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Identify and describe the similarities and differences in physical and human geography between 
continents. 

Identify elevated areas, depressions and river basins on a relief map. 

Identify the location and explain the function of the Prime (or Greenwich) Meridian and different 
time zones (including day and night). 

Construct or carry out a geographical enquiry by gathering and analysing a range of sources. 

Identify and describe some key physical features and environmental regions of North and South 
America and explain how these, along with the climate zones and soil types, can affect land use. 

Name and locate the world’s biomes, climate zones and vegetation belts and explain their 
common characteristics. 

Describe in detail the different types of agricultural land use in the UK. 

Describe and explain the location and purpose of transport networks across the UK and other 
parts of the world. 

Describe how the characteristic of a settlement changes as it gets bigger (settlement hierarchy). 

Ask a wide range of relevant 
scientific questions that 
broaden their understanding of 
the world around them and 
identify how they can answer 
them. 

Plan and carry out a range of 
enquiries, including writing 
methods, identifying variables 
and making predictions based 
on prior knowledge and 
understanding. 

Explore and explain how the religious, 
political, scientific or personal beliefs of 
a significant individual caused them to 
behave in a particular way. 

Explore the validity of a range of 
historical reports and use books, 
technology and other sources to check 
accuracy. 

Explain why an aspect of world history is 
significant. 
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The seven continents (Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America and South 
America) vary in size, shape, location, population and climate. 

The geographical term 'relief' describes the difference between the highest and lowest elevations 
of an area. Relief maps show the contours of land based on shape and height. Contour lines show 
the elevation of the land, joining places of the same height above sea level. They are usually an 
orange or brown colour. Contour lines that are close together represent ground that is steep. 
Contour lines that are far apart show ground that is gently sloping or flat. 

The Prime (or Greenwich) Meridian is an imaginary line that divides the Earth into eastern and 
western hemispheres. The time at Greenwich is called Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). Each time 
zone that is 15 degrees to the west of Greenwich is another hour earlier than GMT. Each time 
zone 15 degrees to the east is another hour later. 

A geographical enquiry can help us to understand the physical geography (rivers, coasts, weather 
and rocks) or human geography (population changes, migration, land use, changes to inner city, 
urbanisation, developments and tourism) of an area and the impacts on the surrounding 
environment. 

North America is broadly categorised into six major biomes: tundra, coniferous forest, grasslands 
(prairie), deciduous forest, desert and tropical rainforest. South America has a vast variety of 
biomes, including desert, alpine, rainforest and grasslands. 

The Earth has five climate zones: desert, equatorial, polar, temperate and tropical. A biome is a 
large ecological area on the Earth's surface, such as desert, forest, grassland, tundra and aquatic. 
Biomes are often defined by a range of factors, such as temperature, climate, relief, geology, soils 
and vegetation. 

Agricultural land use in the UK can be divided into three main types, arable (growing crops), 
pastoral (livestock) and mixed (arable and pastoral). An allotment is a small piece of land used to 
grow fruit, vegetables and flowers. A wide variety of crops are farmed in the UK, such as wheat, 
barley, oats, potatoes, other vegetables, fruits and oilseed rape. A wide variety of livestock are 
reared on farms in the UK, such as sheep, dairy cattle, beef cattle, poultry and pigs. 

Transport networks can be tangible, such as rails, roads or canals, or intangible, such as air and 
sea corridors. These networks link places together and allow for the movement of people and 
goods. Transport networks are usually built where there is a high demand for the movement of 
people or goods. They run between places where journeys start or finish, such as airports, bus 
stations, ferry terminals or railway stations. 

Settlements come in many different sizes and these can be ranked according to their population 
and the level of services available. A settlement hierarchy includes hamlet, village, town, city and 
large city. 

Flowering plants reproduce 
sexually. The flower is essential 
for sexual reproduction. Other 
plants reproduce asexually. 
Bulbs, corms and rhizomes are 
some parts used in asexual 
reproduction in plants. 

Questions can help us find out 
about the world and can be 
answered using a range of 
scientific enquiries. 

A method is a set of clear 
instructions for how to carry 
out a scientific investigation. A 
prediction is a statement about 
what might happen in an 
investigation based on some 
prior knowledge or 
understanding. 

Beliefs can prompt an individual to take 
action, such as to fight for change, fight 
wars, oppress or free individuals or 
groups of people, create temples and 
tombs or protest against injustice. 

Sources of historical information can 
have varying degrees of accuracy, 
depending on who wrote them, when 
they were written and the perspective 
of the writer. 

Aspects of history are significant 
because they had an impact on a vast 
number of people, are remembered and 
commemorated or influence the way we 
live today. 


