
 

YEAR 4 HISTORY CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK  
 

 

Overview of Key Stage 2 Curriculum: 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across 
the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address 
and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

 

AUTUMN TERM 1 AUTUMN TERM 2 SPRING TERM 3 

MAJESTIC MOUNTAINS I AM WARRIOR! POTIONS 

 
Hi 2 Learn about the Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain. 

Children use a range of historical and online source 
materials to read, research and organise a timeline 
showing the chronology of the Roman Empire, from 
753 BC to AD 476 with a particular focus on the dates 
the Romans were in Britain.  

Children read the description of Boudicca written by 
the Roman, Dio Cassius. Discuss how he describes her 
and how this reflects some of the images they have 
seen of Boudicca.  

Children find out about the life of a gladiator 
researching topics such as food, exercise, weapons, the 
lifestyle of slaves, combat and ultimately their fate. 
They will go on to find out about famous gladiators 
creating posters about their chosen character, 
advertising their powerful qualities to other gladiators.  

Children find out about the everyday life of a Roman 

Hi 6 Study an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 
1066. 

Children use a range of historical source materials to 
find out about how portions were used in the past for 
both medicinal and magical reasons. Make potions 
using a range of herbs and ingredients known for their 
mystical or medicinal properties. Write a description of 
their potion and its historical usage. 

Children also find out about the first successful 
anaesthetic , sequencing discoveries on a timeline 
before writing a recount as if they were there when Dr 
Morton used anaesthetic successfully.  
 
 
 



child, using a selection of historical source materials. 
They work in research teams to find out about different 
aspects of their lives. 

SPRING TERM 4 
SUMMER TERM 5 

SUMMER TERM 6 

A JOURNEY OF DIGESTIVE DISCOVERY 1066 BLUE ABYSS 

 
 
 

Hi 4 Learn about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor. 

Children create a picture timeline that sequences the 
events of the year 1066. They use the timeline to 
explain the struggles for power in England at this time. 

Children look at images, illustrations, maps, websites 
and the Bayeux Tapestry to find out as much as they 
can about the Battle of Hastings and draw a class 
diagram to show and sequence what happened and 
where.  

Hi 6 Study an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Children watch animations, documentaries and read a 
range of information books to find out what life was 
like for village children in Norman times. They begin by 
finding out what the Normans would eat for breakfast, 
what a Norman child would wear and what children 
would do during the day.  

Children use a range of historical source materials to 
find out about Norman castles including both motte 
and bailey and stone built ones. They use their findings 
to create a ‘Norman castles’ fact file and consider how 
the physical geography of a particular place influenced 
the Normans when deciding where to build. 

Hi 6 Study an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Children find out why the 1872 Royal Navy ship, HMS 
Challenger is considered so important and how its story 
has contributed to modern oceanography. They create 
a short presentation about it or write a diary entry in 
the role of one of the ship’s scientists documenting 
their discoveries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Children make a detailed drawing of a traditional motte 
and bailey Norman castle showing all its component 
parts.  

Children find out what the Domesday Book was and 
why William commissioned it. They use this, and a 
range of historical source materials to find out what 
country life was like during the 11th century.  

 

 

 


