
 

YEAR 4 GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK  
 

 

Overview of Key Stage 2 Curriculum: 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the 
location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge 

 

AUTUMN TERM 1 AUTUMN TERM 2 SPRING TERM 3 

MAJESTIC MOUNTAINS I AM WARRIOR! POTIONS 

Ge SF 1 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 

Ge LK 1, 3; Ge HP 1, 2  

Children find out where in the world the most 
impressive mountains are located using an atlas and its 
index. They locate mighty mountains and ranges such 
as the Himalayas, Alps, Andes, Rockies, Karakoram and 
Pyrenees. 

Children explore a range of contour maps to see how 
height is represented. They use blocks and potatoes to 
create forms and represent changes in height using 
their own contour lines.  

Ge SF 2 Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the UK and the wider world. 

Ge HP 1, 2; Ge LK 2  

Children use the eight points of the compass, maps and 

Ge HP 1 Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

Ge LK 2; Ge HP 2 

Children look at a range of aerial images showing sites 
of ancient Celtic hill forts and describe what can be 
seen. They make sketch maps to show the shape of a 
ruin and its neighbouring geographical features and 
explain why the Celts chose to build a fort in that 
particular spot. 

Ge PK 1 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the UK, a region in a 
European country, and a region within North or South 
America. 

Ge SF 1 

Children find out about similarities and differences 
between Italy and Britain, including climate, landscape, 

 



globes to describe the location of significant UK hills 
and mountains in relation to their own.  

They look at and analyse Ordnance Survey maps of a 
mountainous region of the UK such as the Lake District 
or Snowdonia, identifying various local human and 
geological features.  

Ge HP 1 Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

Children watch animations and documentaries that 
explain how mountains are formed, noting down the 
key words and technical language used to describe the 
process. They look at a range of diagrams that show 
the five main mountain types, adding labels and 
captions to explain them clearly.  

Ge PK 1 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the UK, a region in a 
European country, and a region within North or South 
America. 

Ge HP 1, 2 

Children look at a number of images of two contrasting 
mountainous regions noting human and physical 
similarities and differences between what they see.  

 

size and weather using maps, globes and geographical 
information books.  

Ge LK 1 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

Ge HP 2; Ge SF 2 

Children use contemporary maps of Rome to locate a 
variety of its significant geographical features.  

Ge LK 2 Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time. 

Co 5, 6, 7; Ge SF 1 

Using Google maps, children find out distances 
between significant Roman towns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPRING TERM 4 SUMMER TERM 5 SUMMER TERM 6 

A JOURNEY OF DIGESTIVE DISCOVERY 1066 BLUE ABYSS 

 Ge SF 3 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 
and present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Ge SF 2; Ge HP 1, 2 

Children Work in small groups or pairs to search 
Ordnance Survey maps of the local area, to identify 
good and bad places for building a castle and explain 
reasons for their choices.  
 
 

Ge LK 3 Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night). 

Ge SF 1 

Children use maps, globes, aerial images and atlases to 
identify the world’s oceans and seas; Identifying their 
position in relation to the Equator, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn and the Arctic and Antarctic 
Circles. They observe any patterns in characteristics 
according to where the seas and oceans are situated.  

Ge SF 1 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 

Ge HP 1, 2 

Children locate the Great Barrier Reef on the globe 
using maps and satellite images. They make a sketch 
map, identifying significant land features, towns, 
islands and the different reefs themselves.  

Ge HP 2 Describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water. 

Using a range of geographical source materials, 
children find out about a number of environmental 
issues and their effect on the oceans, such as 
overfishing, oil spills, coastal erosion, tourism and 
pollution.  



 

 


